286      A DECADE  OF WORK AT HOME

rier " had spoken of Whittier as a mechanic, and
to this a Whig paper in the district responded:
" It is true that in youth he was obliged to learn a
mechanical trade, but the editor of the ' Courier'
would'recognize little of the mechanic in the sleek-
looking kid-gloved beau of the last seven years.
He has no more sympathy with mechanics than
with "Whigs. The Whigs can never come into
support of John Or. Whittier until they lose all
regard for principle and all self-respect."

Notwithstanding this blast from the party organ,
as the day of election approached, it seemed proba-
ble that the advice of Webster would be heeded.
Whittier became alarmed at the prospect of being
elected, and immediately wrote a letter declining
the candidacy. The Liberty candidate who took
his place had not his personal popularity, and the
Whigs at once elected their man. If Whittier's
health had permitted, he would have remained
in the field, and if elected would have made an
efficient member of Congress, with an influence
upon legislation superior to that of many men
with readier tongues. His ambition was distinctly
in that direction; but he found it necessary to
heed the admonition of his medical adviser, and
keep on the outer circles of the maelstrom of poli-
tics. All his life he was in touch with the politi-
cal movements of the country, and was the trusted
adviser of statesmen. A kind Providence, how-
ever, by a seeming affliction, had set him apart
for a still higher usefulness.

Rev. John Pierpont, pastor of the Hollis Street
church, Boston, was in these days causing a great